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with Bersoff proteges teaching at great Col-
leges and Universities across the country. 

Please join me in applauding the 35 year 
career of a gifted and generous scholar and 
practitioner in the fields of Law & Psychology. 
Donald Bersoff has worked extremely hard to 
reach this momentous occasion. Again quoting 
from the Presidential Citation Dr. Bersoff re-
ceived from the American Psychological Asso-
ciation: ‘‘In so many areas of his life, he has 
challenged individuals to ‘try to make what is 
thinkable, doable.’ His life serves as a testa-
ment to that challenge.’’ 
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RELOCATION ASSISTANCE ACT 

HON. CHARLES W. ‘‘CHIP’’ PICKERING 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 25, 2001 

Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, as you know, 
there are many components to our transpor-
tation infrastructure upon which we all rely 
heavily. However, in many cities and towns 
across this great nation, the increased need 
for transportation infrastructure has caused 
some of our modes of transportation to conflict 
with the general function of the other. 
Throughout history as the United States ex-
panded, much of the growth could be attrib-
uted to the rail lines. The railroad was the vital 
economic link for many communities. There-
fore the railroads were often the focal point of 
many downtowns. Today, with an increased 
use in automobiles for surface transportation 
purposes, these rail lines have become quite 
problematic. However, this is no fault of the 
railroad. Railroads in this country still meet 
vital needs for both cargo and passenger 
transport. Many rail lines have divided down-
town areas in half, while providing virtually no 
service to the downtown area. There are mul-
tiple dangers incurred when this happens. Rail 
disruptions like this have cut off essential serv-
ices such as police, fire, ambulance and other 
medical services. Fatal accidents are occur-
ring along improperly marked and located 
crossings. Also, many areas have been ham-
pered economically by a rail line that has bi-
sected a downtown area. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to commend the rail-
roads for their heavy investment in maintaining 
their lines. Again, these conflicts are no fault 
of the railroad, but have developed from 
changes that have erupted more rapidly than 
the railroads can adjust. In many cases, the 
road/rail conflict should not be corrected by 
cutting off or modifying a roadway. The best 
solution often is to relocate the railroad. My 
bill, the Community Rail Line Relocation As-
sistance Act would provide for this relocation. 
There are many situations in Mississippi 
where the railroads need to be moved. I am 
sure that this is true in many of your states, 
too. Railroads have the right of way and have 
no legal obligation to move. Therefore, my bill 
provides for a much needed solution. The rail-
roads want to help solve these problems and 
foster good community relations with these 
towns that they serve. The Association of 
American Railroads and the Short Line and 
Regional Railroad Association support this leg-
islation. 

Mr. Speaker, my bill would authorize grants 
to fund rail relocation projects that mitigate the 
adverse effects of rail traffic on safety, vehicle 
traffic flow, or economic development; involv-
ing the vertical or lateral relocation of the rail 
line in lieu of the closing of a grade crossing 
or the relocation of a road; and provide at 
least as much benefit over the economic life of 
the project as the cost of the project. The De-
partment of Transportation would fund 90 per-
cent of the cost of these rail line relocation 
projects out of the general fund of the Treas-
ury. The state or local government would be 
required to pay the remaining 10 percent, but 
would be allowed to cover this cost through 
appropriate in-kind contributions or dedicated 
private contributions. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to evalu-
ate the needs of the communities in their 
states in relation to the location of rail lines 
and join me in cosponsoring this legislation. 
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Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the thirty five young men and 
women who comprise the 2001 National 
Championship Students in Free Enterprise 
Team from Drury University in Springfield Mis-
souri. This is the first time in SIFE’s 27 year 
history that a team from Missouri has won the 
national competition sponsored by this inter-
national organization headquartered in Spring-
field, Missouri. 

These outstanding young academics 
achieved their top rating in open competition 
with teams from 111 other four year U.S. col-
leges and universities. The team took top hon-
ors for their multi-media presentation detailing 
their year’s accomplishments. 

Drury’s SIFE team devoted more than 7,000 
hours to 35 educational and community serv-
ice projects. All of the projects were designed 
to develop leadership and communication 
skills through free enterprise education. Be-
sides receiving excellent practical experience 
in business skills, the students were also in-
vesting themselves in their local and national 
communities. 

Among their almost three dozen projects 
this year the team continued to develop and 
expand the Young Entrepreneurs Association, 
a web-based organization devoted to free en-
terprise education for middle school teachers 
and students. Only three years old, the pro-
gram now serves 510 middle schools, rep-
resenting 17 countries and all 50 states. 

The Team also built on a three year rela-
tionship with an ‘‘at-risk’’ middle school in La-
redo Texas and this year conducted a three 
day educational program built around the prin-
ciples of free enterprise, ethical marketing and 
entrepreneurship. The project culminated with 
a ‘‘mercado,’’ in which 800 customers pur-
chased products designed and produced by 
the middle school students. 

Their win qualifies them for the first SIFE 
World Cup, to be held in London on July 11– 

13. Teams from 23 nations will compete for 
the title of SIFE Global Champion. 

SIFE is a grassroots student movement ac-
tive on more than 1,000 college and university 
campuses in 48 states and 20 foreign coun-
tries. Seventy five percent all four year col-
leges and universities in the United States 
participate in SIFE and their programs reach 
some 4 million students annually. 

I know my Colleagues, especially those 
from Missouri, join me in offering their 
heartiest congratulations to the team members 
and their advisors—Dr. Charles Taylor and Dr. 
Robert Wyatt at Drury University. I further offer 
the best wishes of all the Members of this 
Congress for a successful competition in Lon-
don later this summer. 
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Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of H.R. 801, the Vet-
erans’ Opportunities Act of 2001. As a co-
sponsor of this legislation, I am proud to be 
able to say that the committee referred a bill 
that has practical and immediate effects for 
many veterans and their loved ones. This leg-
islation comprehensively addresses many 
issues associated with veterans and their de-
pendents. 

What I would like to speak about today is 
one section of this legislation that I believe will 
have an immediate and practical effect for the 
surviving families of many of our recently de-
ceased veterans. 

As you may know, I recently introduced a 
bill, H.R. 1015, the SGLI Adjustment Act. The 
substantive language of this bill was incor-
porated by the committee directly into H.R. 
801. This legislation will directly and imme-
diately help many of the families and bene-
ficiaries of those killed since October 1, 2000. 

I am extremely pleased and grateful the 
Veterans Committee included my legislative 
language in the final version of H.R. 801. 

Mr. Speaker, I know you are aware that our 
military has recently suffered numerous trage-
dies: the bombing of the USS Cole, the crash 
of an Osprey, a Blackhawk, a National Guard 
airplane, and the accidental bombing of our 
own troops in Kuwait. All of these accidents 
were unforeseen, and all of these accidents 
resulted in the tragic loss of life. 

Recently, on November 1st of last year, the 
President signed a bill increasing this max-
imum benefit to 250,000 dollars. Unfortunately 
for those recently affected families, this in-
crease in coverage does not take effect until 
April 1st of this year. 

By incorporating the substantive language of 
my bill, we will retroactively grant this increase 
to those families who had opted for the max-
imum benefit and subsequently lost a loved 
one in the performance of their duty. 

Mr. Speaker, I would be remiss if I did not 
thank the committee and its staff for their hard 
work and dedication in seeing this bill brought 
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